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In this brief article, Eirlys Lloyd considers the position of HMRC following implementation on 6th April 
2014, of part 3 of The Tribunals, Courts and Enforcement Act 2007 (TCEA 2007).  

The procedural aspects of the legislation are summarised in Eirlys Lloyd’s earlier article titled, The 
Modernisation of the Law Relating to Corporate Debt Enforcement.  Reference to the Ministry of 
Justice’s publication, Taking Control of Goods: National Standards – April 2014, is also made.  The 
procedural detail is not repeated in this article. 

The new legislation applies only to England and Wales. The law of enforcement in Scotland and 
Northern Ireland remains unchanged.  

In terms of the Act, enforcement can only be carried out by an authorised enforcement agent (EA). 
This is stated in Part 1 section 2(1) of Schedule 12 to the Act. In addition, section 63 (2) of the Act 
states that an enforcement agent includes an officer of Revenue and Customs.  In summary, the 
modernisation of the law relating to corporate debt enforcement, in England and Wales, as stated in 
TCEA 2007 applies to HMRC. 

In July 2014, HMRC published a fact sheet which described the new enforcement procedure brought 
in by the implementation of part 3 of the TCEA 2007. The fact sheet states that it is intended for 
companies, partnerships or individuals. The writer finds the fact sheet misleading In its omissions. 

Surprisingly, under the heading ‘The visit to seize your possessions.’  the fact sheet describes an 
officer of HMRC calling, ‘generally without notice’  at the debtor’s premises. Certainly an HMRC 
officer may call without notice but that officer cannot proceed to seize possession of a debtor’s 
goods, at that visit. Appropriate notice must be given. The carefully described procedures, as clearly 
laid down by the TCEA 2007 and supporting regulations, must be followed and therefore notice 
given in terms of the Act and regulations. 

The writer finds it disappointing that HMRC has failed, in their fact sheet, to mirror the intended 
clarity of the modernisation of the law of enforcement, as stated in the Act and its supporting 
regulations. 
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The information contained in this article is for information purposes only. It does not constitute and is not for the 
purposes of legal advice.  In all cases legal advice should be sought to ensure compliance with current law.  

 

 


